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A short guide to some key resources and readings on the topic of sustainability.
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The 2013 report Sustainability for the Nation from the National Academies of
Science, Engineering and Medicine quotes the following definition of a sustainable
society - “one that can persist over generations; one that is far-seeing enough,
flexible enough, and wise enough not to undermine either its physical or its social
system of support."

Generally satisfying the concept of sustainability would require the ability to subsist
or continue in existence indefinitely. In discussions related to policy the term
involves environmental, economic, and social sustainability and is often linked with
“development” as “sustainable development.” The current 17 main goals for
sustainable development were adopted by the United Nations in September 2015
and include all three dimensions.

In environmental science, sustainability is endurance of biological systems and
processes through their reproductive and regenerative abilities. Sustainable
development adds social and economic systems and processes, including politics



