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Publication and public knowledge of controversial research topics. On May 1, 2012,
the National Research Council's Committee on Science, Technology and Law, in
conjunction with the Board on Life Sciences and the Institute of Medicine's Forum on
Microbial Threats, convened a one-day public workshop for the purposes of 1)
discussing the H5N1 controversy; 2) considering responses by the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), which had funded this research, the World
Health Organization, the U.S. National Science Advisory Board for Biosecurity
(NSABB), scientific publishers, and members of the international research
community; and 3) providing a forum wherein the concerns and interests of the
broader community of stakeholders, including policy makers, biosafety and
biosecurity experts, nhon-governmental organizations, international organizations,
and the general public might be articulated.
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