A “Public Inspired Science” Graduate Training Program
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“Set the millions of eyes in this great Republic to watching, and intelligently observing and thinking, and there is no secret of Nature or art we cannot find out; no disease of
man or beast we cannot understand; no evil we cannot remedy; no obstacle we cannot surmount” – Jonathan B. Turner (1866), Father of the Land Grant University Act
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• Retain and Train → Altruistic, ethical
engineers who seek and speak the truth —
especially when doing so is unpopular

• Generate valid scientific data, oftentimes in
direct collaboration with the public, to assist
stakeholders in evaluating complex problems
• Cultivate engineering ethics “street smarts”
and coping strategies through case studies and
engagement with unfolding public dilemmas
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• Acknowledge and overcome barriers to
ethical practice (i.e., personal bias, perverse
incentives, institutional corruption, shunning)
• Understand historical dangers of ill-informed
academic activism, but also learn effective “last
resort” strategies for whistleblowing
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and fueling a much-needed national conversation.
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